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V By the King. 


, A Proclamation for reſtraint of killing, dreſsing, and eating of Fleih 
in Lent, or on Fiſh-dayes, appointed by the Law, to be hereafter 


firialy obſerucd by all ſorts of people. 


Wo 


f! 7 


ä Hereas divers good Lawes and Statutes, haue heretofore, with 


.: 
77. 


- 
5 great care and pzoutdence been made and enacted foz the due obſeruatt- 
MY / Ib on of Lent, and other dayes appointed foꝛ Fiſh-dayes, aſwell foꝛ the 
JIA) )| ſparing increaſe of Fleſh victuall, as foꝛ the maintenante ofthe Na- 
AYE uie and ſhipping of this Nealme, by the encouragement of Fiſhermen 
N to goe tothe Seas foꝛ the taking of Fiſh, which Lawes and politique 
% 22 | Conſtitutions, haue from time to time been ſeconded and quickned by 
—Q, A 2 ſundꝛy Pꝛotlamations, and other Actes and Oꝛdinances of State in 
Sas; cj the time of Dur Royall Pꝛedeceſſozs; And wheras,notwithltanding 
— l ſo many good pꝛouiſions heretofoꝛe had and made in that kinde, Wee 
haue oblerued, that the inoꝛdinate liberty vſnally taken by all loꝛts of people, to kill dꝛeſſe and eat 
Fleſh in the Lent ſealon, and on other dayes and times pꝛohibited, is become ſo inueterate an cutl, 
chat it will require moꝛe then oꝛdinarp care to ſuppꝛeſſe the fame, ä 

We thereloꝛe, much affecting the refoꝛmation of lo great and growing an euil, which is lo great 
an enemy to the plenty ofthis Pur Kingdom, and ſo great a diſcouragement to Fiſhermen, who 
would be the beſt Seminary of Mariners, Haue thought lit to expꝛeſſe Our Selfe, # Our Nopall 
Commandement in this behalte, in ſuch a plaine and cleare wap, that there may from hentekoꝛth 
be no pꝛetence ot excuſe to aup.wherot, without future declaration ol Our plealure in this kinde, 
Wee ſhall expect, and doe require from all Dur Subiects, that due notice bee taken, and that a 
— — continued obedience and confoꝛmity bee peelded thereunto, both foꝛ the pꝛelſent, and in all 

ucceding times. 

And therefoze We doe ſtrattly charge and command all and euerp perlon and perſons whatſo- 
euer, to whom it may appertaine, carefully to pꝛouide and ſee,thattheſe Oꝛders following may be 
duely oblerued and put in execution, vpon paine of Dur high diſpleaſure, and ſuch penalties as by 
the Lawesofthis Dur Realme map be inflicted vpon the Offenders, foꝛ their contempt oꝛ neg⸗ 
lect of Us and Pur Lawes, whereof We ſhall ſhew Our Selke moſt ſenſible, 

And firſt, whereas We find, that the chiefeſt cauſe of theſe diſoꝛders hath growen from the Lt- 
cences that haue been granted to Butchers to kill and vtter Fleſh contrary to Law, and that by 
Our Lawes, no Maioꝛ, Juſtice of Peace, oz other perſon of what degree oꝛ quality ſoeuer, can 
grant any Licence in this binde; And that the Loꝛds, and others of Our Pꝛiuy Countell, doe by 
Our direction foꝛbeare to grant the ſame, oꝛ giue way there vnto; Our will and plealure is, vpon 
the penalties pꝛouided by Law, and ſuch further puniſhment to be inflicted vpon the offenders, as 
ſhall be thought meete,that no ſuch Licence ſhall bee granted foꝛ the killing oꝛ vttering of Fleſh; 
And, that no Butcher, oꝛ other perſon whatſoeuer, doc by colour thereof , kill, vtter,o2 put to ſale 
any Fleſh contrary tothe Lawes eſtabliſhed and pꝛouided in that behalfe. 

And foꝛ the auoiding of fuch intonuenientes hereafter, Our will and pleaſure is that the Loꝛd 
Matoꝛ of Our Citie of London, and euery other Dfficer and Juſtite of Peace.ſhal call befoze them, 
and ſend foꝛ at. y ofthe ſernants ofany Ynholders,Utctuallers, Cooks, Alehouſekeepers, Tauer⸗ 
ners, and keepers of Oꝛdinary tables, c ſuch others that vtter Utctuals, # to examine them vpon 
their coꝛpoꝛall Oathes.what Fleſh is, oz hath been during the Lentſeaſon, oꝛ other dayesp:ohi- 
bited by the Law.d2eſſed,killed, vttered, oz eaten in their houſes, which if they ſhall refuſe to doe, 
then to commit to pꝛilon the laid ſeruants lo refuſing vpon their Oathes to declare the trueth. 


That the Lozd Mapoꝛ of London ſhall alſo peerely befoꝛe Lent, oꝛ at the beginning thereof, * 
cauſe all Pnholders,keepers of Oꝛdinary tables, Cookes, Butchers. Uictuallers, Alehouſe kee- 
pers, and Tauerners within the — Citie and Liberties thereof, to appeare befoze him, oꝛ ſuch 
perſons as he (hall appoynt meete foꝛ that purpoſe; And ſhall take RKecognizances with ſuffici⸗ 
ent Sureties of enery of them in good ſummes of money,(Viz.)Dne hundꝛed pounds of the Pzin- 
ctpall, and their ſureties thirty pounds apiece, to Our ble, that the Butchers (hall kill no fleſh, 
and that the other perſons befoze mentioned, doe not d2eſſe any Fleſh in theirhouſesin the Lent 
time, oꝛ other times pꝛohibited, foꝛ any reſpect, noꝛ ſuffer it to bee eaten contrary to Law, The 
like Recognizance With Sureties, ſhall be taken of like parties vponlike penalties, by ſuch of the 
Juſtices of Pcace of Dur Citie of Weltminſter, and the Liberties thereof, as Wee ſhall thereunto 
ſpecially appoint, and euery ot the ſayd Recogntzances to be certifiedinto Our Exchequer. 

And foꝛ the Butchers, and others that come with Uictuall oz Fleſh out ofthe Countrep into 
the Citie, Our pleaſure ts, That the Lozd Maioꝛ ſhall cauſe tertaine perſons to watch at the 
Gates and other like places in the Suburbs, where Fleſh may be bꝛought, to view e ſearch, and 
to intercept the ſame: And if any of thoſe Watchmen ſhall be found negligent and cozrupt in his 
Charge, then he to be committed to pꝛiſon during the whole Lene. 

And to the end that Fiſhermen map implop themlelues to Sea with better encouragement 
then heretokoꝛe, and that the Fiſhmongers may furniſh themſelues with ſuch ſtoꝛe from time to 
time hereafter, as (hall be expedient, alwell foz the pꝛouiſion of the Citie, as foꝛ ſelling the ſame 
at reaſonable rates, We Will that they take notite of this Our tommandement ⁊ conſtant reſo- 
lution foꝛ obſeruance of Lent,# Fiſh dapes, both now and hereakter, as by Lawts required. 

And furthermoꝛe, as We thinke it fit, that euerp man ſhould be a rule of oꝛder and abſtinence in 
his owne houle, al wel in reſpect of the publique, as of his pꝛiuate caſe and benefit : So We ſtraitly 
charge ⁊ command all Jnholders, keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, Uictuallers, Cookes, Alehouſe⸗ 
keepers, and Tauerners, not to make any Supper fo2 any perlon o2 perſons whatſoeuer, vpon 
Friday nights, either in Lent oꝛ out of Lent, noz to ſuffer any meate to be then dꝛeſſed, vttered, 
ſold, oz eaten in their houſes, vpon paine of ſuch puniſhment, as is due to thole that ſhall con⸗ 
temne Pur Nopall pleaſureand Commandement. 5 

And fozalmuch as vpon further conſideration had of this generall inconuentence, which 
too much liberty hath occaſioned, Wee tonceme, that the reſtraint of killing and dꝛeſling ok 
Flech is no ſufficient remedie alone foꝛ theſe miſchlekes, buleſle there be better care allo taken to 
ſuppꝛeſſe the vnlawfull ⁊ inoꝛdinate eating of Fleſh in the time okt Lent, and on other dapes and 
times pꝛohidited, wherewith our Sublects haue accuſtomed themſelues, rather foꝛ delica cie then 
fo: neceſſity; It is therefoze our Royall will and plealure, and accozdingly, We doe hereby ſtrait⸗ 
ly pꝛohibit and foꝛbid all Pur Subiects, of what degree oꝛ quality ſoeuer within this Realme, to 
cate any manner of Fleſh in the time of Lent, oz on other dayes now vlually obſerued as Fiſh 
dayes, without a ſpectal Licence firſt obtained from the Lo2d Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in ſuch 
manner and foꝛme, as bythe Act of Parliament made in the Fine and twentieth yeere of King 
Henry the eight is oꝛdained, oꝛ from the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe, oz ſuch other, as by the Law 
made in the Fift peere of the reigne of Queene Elizaberh is let downe and declared, and foz ſuch 
cauſesas are there expꝛeſſed, haue power to gine Licences in that behalfe, and accoꝛding to Pur 
Lawes in that caſe pzoutded, (which we will and command ſhall be ſparingly granted, and in 
caſes of neceſſity onely. And that ſuch Licences and Dilpenlations bee not ſuffered to paſſe the 
Scale ofthe ArchbtHop oꝛ Biſhop, vntill the Rate oz Taxe by the ſapd Statute payable to Us 
beduely anſwered to our Clerkeof the Faculties, o2 toſuch perſon oz perſons as We vnder Pur 
Pꝛiuie Seale ſhall appoynt) vpon paine of Our high difpleaſure, and to be pꝛoteeded againſt, ei⸗ 
ther accozding to Our Eccleſiaſticall o2 Tempozall Lawes, oꝛ by Dur Atturney Generall in 
Our Court of Starre-chamber, as contemners of Dur Royall Commandement, and wilfull 
neglectoꝛs ofthecommon vtility of the Kingdonte; And vpon ſuch further penalties, as by the 
es un and Statutes of Our Vealme map bee inflicted on thoſe that ſhall wilfully offend in 
this kinde. | 
And as thele Oꝛders are to be executed in Our Citte ot london, and places neere to the ſame, ſo 
it is Our expꝛeſſe plealure c Commandement, That Our Juſtices of Peace in all Shires with- 
in their Rule, and all Maioꝛs, Bailifes and chiefe Officers in Townes Coꝛpoꝛate, oꝛ in any Lt- 
berties within their pꝛetincts, ſhall cauſe the ſame to be oblerued a perfoꝛmed in like maner; and 
that no maner of Toleration, Fauour. oz Conniuentie be vled by any Juſtice of Peace, oꝛ other 
Officer, contrary to the true meaning ofthis our P:oclamation, as both they that ſhallpzeſume 
wittingly ſo to tolerate the offence, as alſo the party himlelfe offending, will anſwere the ſame at 
their vttermoſt perils; Our Commandement being, That Our Tawes in this cale ſhall bee 
hereafcer ſeuerelp executed vpon all Offenders whatſoener 2 

Further chargingandCommaunding the Lozd Maio? of Dur City of London, the Juſtices 
of Alliſe in their ſeuerall Circuits, the Patozs and chiefe Dfficers of all other Cities x Townes 


Cozpozate, Juſtites of Peace, Toꝛds of Liberties,and all other Officers and Miniſters within 
the ſeuerall Circuits and places of this Pur Realme, that they and euery of them in their owne 
perſons, foꝛ example to others, fully obey this Dur pleaſure. and cauſe and compell the ſame to 


be obeped and executed by others, as they will anlwere the contrary at their vttermoſt perils, 


And toꝛ the due execution of the pꝛemiſſes in all other the Counties, Cities and Towns cozpo- 
rateofthis Dur Realime,aſwell as in Dur Cities of London and Weſtminſter, Me do hereby ſtrait 
ly charge and tommand and declare Our will and pleaſure to be, that all Our Juſtices ot Peace 
within the lame Counties, Cities and Townes cozpozate, alwell within Liberties as without, 
oꝛ ſuch, oꝛ ſo many ot them as wee ſhall thereunto ſpectally appoint, it foꝛ Our better ſeruite, 
now o2 hereafter Mee (hall ſee cauſe to appoint anp, doe peerelp, and euerp peere befoze Lent,cauſe 
to tome and appeare befoꝛe them all Inholders, Cookes, Tauerners, Alehoule-keepers, But⸗ 
chers, and other Uictuallers whatſocuer , and to require and take ofthem to Dur vſe, feucrall 


 Recognizances,wtth Sureties foꝛ obleruation of the pꝛemiſſes, (viz.) The Pꝛincipals in tenne 


pounds, and their two Surekies in fiue pounds a piete: And it they ſhall refuſe oz neglect to enter 


into ſuch Recoqnizances,then the Juſtices of Peace of that Countie, Citie, Towne cozpozate, o: 


Liberty, (hall ſuppꝛeſſe ſuch perſons ſo refuſing, from victuali ing any moe, and ſhall alſo cauſe 


them kooꝛthwith to become bound by Recognizances with Surceics to Purvſe, (viz.) The Pzin- 


tipals in twenty pounds, and their two Sureties in tenne pounds a piece, not to victuall, oz ſell 


Weere 02 Ale from thente foꝛth; which if they (hail refuſe to doe, then the ſaid Juſtices to commit 


to pꝛilon all ſuch perſons ſo refuſing to enter into ſuch Recognizances,vntil they ſhal ſubmit them⸗ 
ſclues. and become bound as afozeſatd, And further, that all ſuch Pnholders, Cookes, Tauer⸗ 
ners, Alchoule-keepers, Butchers,and other Uictuallers, as ſhall not appeare befoze the ſald Jn⸗ 
ſtices, as atoꝛeſaid, That they may immediatly ſend fooꝛth their yaarrants , fo grant Pꝛoceſſe a⸗ 
gainſt them, and enery of them ſo making default, to appeare and anlwere their tontempt, at the 


next generall Seſſions of the Peate. 


And further, koꝛ the moꝛe due puniſhment of Inholders, keepers of Oꝛdinary tables, Cookes, 
Butchers, Turtuallers, Alehouſe-keepers, Tauerners, and ſuch like, who ſhall fozfeit their Re- 
eogitizances by killing oz dꝛeſſing of Fleſh , oz ſuffering it to bee eaten in their houles in the Tent 
time, and other Fiſh-dayes; And to the end that the lame may be as well taken in due fozmeof 
Lab, as duely certified into «Dur Exchequer, we do will and require the Lozd Maioꝛ of London, 
and all Juſtices of Peace, alwell within Liberttes as without, reſpectiuely, oz ſuch of themas 
We ſhall thereunto ſpectally appoint, as afozeſatd, That at ſuch tunes as they ſhall meete wuhm 
their ſeuerall Pzectncts oz Diuiſions, foz the eakingof ſuch Recogntzances, they giue notice to the 
Clerkes ofthe Peace , oz their Deputies, oꝛ ſuch other Clerkes oz their deputies , as Wee (hall 
thereunto ſpecially appoint, it wee ſhall appoint any, to attend them foꝛ that purpoſe ; Df whom 
Mee will require a ftricr accompt foꝛ the legall taking and returning of the lame Recognizances 
into Our laid Exchequer; The laid Clerkes of the Peace and their Deputies, oꝛ other Clerkes 
and their Deputies, ſo to be inploped by Pur appointment, as afo:cſapd, taking foꝛ the making 
and certikping of the fame Recognizances of all Jnkeepers, Tauerners Cookes, and Butchers, 
the Fee oftwo ſhillingslire pence; and of all Alehoule-keepersthe Fee of twelue pence, as hath 
been heretofoze limited to be taken by the Clerkes ofthe Peace ofthe leuerall Counties, in like ca- 
ſes foꝛ eneryſuch Recognizance, and no moꝛe. 

And laſtly, foꝛ that the Fiſhmongers( vponthe obſeruation of the afozeſaid Oꝛders) map per⸗ 
haps take occaſion thereby to inhance the pꝛites, alwell of Freſh, as of Sea Fiſh, We doe therefoze 
hereby further charge and command all Fiſhmongers whatſocuer, That they ſell and vtter their 
Fiſh at moderate and vſuall rates and pꝛites; And that all Juſtices of Peace, Maioꝛs, Bailiffes. 
and other Pur ODfficers,aſwell within Tiber ties as without, to whom it ſhall appertame, ſhall 
from time to time take ſuch oꝛder with the ſaid Fiſhmongers, that Our Subietts bee not griened 
by auy ſuch inhantement oꝛ increale of pꝛices vpon paine of Our high dilplealure, and luch further 
puniſhment as map be inflicted vpon them by Our Lawes. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitehall, the fourth day of February, in the third yeere of Our Reigne of Great 
Britaine, France,and Ireland. | 


God ſaue the King. 


Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton and Iohn Bill, Printers 


to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
M. DC. XXVII. 


